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Statement from Administrator 
Zach Ducheneaux

ñUSDA is committed to understanding, investing in, and 

supporting the needs of urban agricultural producers. We 

are charging all FSA employees to increase our service 

and outreach in urban communities, work to understand 

their needs, and connect them to our available programs 
and resources. Many states have robust urban agriculture 

programs, while others are building out their efforts and 

identifying the needs of farmers in urban and rural areas 

alike. Your commitment to this work is essential to 

addressing the unique needs and opportunities of urban 

farmers and communities.ò



Urban Agriculture

Commercial agriculture 

Rooftops 

Containers/raised beds 

Open urban areas 

Small footprints 

Vertical production 

High productivity

Community and background farms/gardens 

Controlled environments

Multiple plots



Tracking Urban Ag in Farm Loans

"Urban agriculture generally refers to the cultivation of agricultural products 

in urban and suburban settings as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, 

including vertical production, warehouse farms, community gardens, rooftop

farms, hydroponic, aeroponic, and aquaponic facilities, and other innovations.

For Farm Loan Program purposes and according to the 2020 Census, an urban 
area will comprise a densely settled core of census blocks that meet minimum 

housing unit density and/or population density requirements. This includes 

adjacent territory containing non-residential urban land uses. To qualify as an 

urban area, the territory identified according to criteria must encompass at least 

2,000 housing units or have a population of at least 5,000."



FSA ï Farm Loan Programs
Farm Loan Programs is an umbrella term used to describe several 
different program areas, including:

Å Direct farm loan programs

Å Guaranteed farm loan programs

Note: Within both the DIRECT and GUARANTEED lending areas, FSA 
offers several different loan programs based on need and loan use. This 
is why the loan application asks for details such as:

-intended farming operation

-projections for upcoming operating cycle

-anticipated production yields



FSA ï Farm Loan Programs

DIRECT LOANS

ÅDirect US Treasury lending

ÅFSA staff work directly with 
customers

ÅFSA works closely with individual 
customers throughout the life of 
the credit relationship

GUARANTEED LOANS

ÅPrivate, commercial lender ï 
lenderôs loan

ÅLender works with customer

ÅLender & customer negotiate loan 
terms, conditions, etc.

ÅLender seeks FSAôs support



Direct Loans

Direct Operating Microloan 

Direct Ownership Microloan 

Direct Annual & Term Operating 

Direct Farm Ownership

Direct Youth 

Direct Emergency

Guaranteed Loans

Guaranteed Operating 

Guaranteed Farm Ownership



FSA Loan Limits

Direct Loan Limits

Å OL - $400,000

Å FO - $600,000

Å EM - $500,000

Guaranteed Loan Limits

Å Total - $2,236,000 (FY2024)

Å Guarantee loan limit is adjusted annually



Microloan Programs

Loans under the $50K Threshold 

Targeted for Beginning Farmers/ Niche Farmers



Microloans

Å Great for beginning farmers with 
limited capital and experience.

Å Requirements for managerial 
experience and loan security are 
modified.

Å Up to $50,000 for Operating Loans 
available.

Å Up to $50,000 for Farm Ownership 
Loans available.

3 Types Available

�¾Annual Operating Loans

�¾Term Operating Loans

�¾Farm Ownership Loans


