NUag News Blast

Summer Edition

The NuAg team is back with our summer newsletter! Get the most updated information
about our project as we work with producers, cooperators, and the USDA. Find events,
resources, tips, and tricks to build your network!

We look forward to continuing to cultivate and build momentum in this work alongside our stakeholders.

Kendall Rae Johnson
NUag's Youth Ambassador: 1890 Tour

Get to know our Youth Ambassador, Kendall Rae Johnson,
who is Georgia's Youngest Certified Farmer!

As NUag's new youth ambassador, this summer Kendall will be traveling to several different 1890
Universities and using her book "My Farm Biz" to educate youth on financial literacy, urban farming, and
FSA Youth Loans in partnership with USDA's NUag program and Virginia State University.

Read More About the 1890 Tour and Kendall's



https://www.amazon.com/Farm-Biz-Kendall-Rae-Johnson/dp/B0D8ZDD6TM
https://nuaginitiative.com/kendall-rae/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILWmMxt2aWE
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=08d4aac2-aadf-48df-b32c-af389321e1fe

Journey

Website Updates: Cooperators Page

Read about all 27 NUag National
Cooperators

Cooperator Events

Ecotrust West Michigan Black United Fund
Come Thru Market: Enviornmental of Texas
A market Centering Action Council Black Scientist
Black and Enviornmental Book Collective Health
Indigenous Makers Club Fair
(June 2, 3pm-7pm) (June 4, 6:30pm-7pm) (June 7, 10am-4pm)



https://nuaginitiative.com/cooperators/
https://ecotrust.org/event/come-thru-market-a-market-centering-black-and-indigenous-farmers-and-makers/2025-06-02/
https://wmeac.org/event/environmental-book-club-2/2025-06-04/
https://www.buftx.org/events.html

15-21

22-26

26-30

JULY

1-5

13-19

University of
Missouri
SmART Moves!
Summer Teen arts
camp
(June 8-14)

Cultivate Kansas
City

MVP Workday —
Global One Urban
Farming
(June 13, 9am-11am)

Farm to Table New

Ecotrust Ohio State
University
Rooted Resilience: Extension

Land, Legacy, and
Climate Workshop
(June 10, 5pm-7:30pm)

4-H Spark Expo
(June 11-14)

Keep Growing Black United Fund

Detroit of Texas
Grow Together-
Weekly Volunteer Community planting
KGD Farm and Urban
Agriculture

(June 17th, 5pm-7pm) (June 20, 6pm-8:30pm)

PASA Sustainable Allegheny County

Mexico Agriculture Conservation
Using Organic District
Resilience and Sprays for Pest and
Resistance Disease Grant Application
Conference Management in Workshop: Dirt,
Vegetable Gravel and Low
(June 22-26) Production Volume Roads

Renewing the
Countryside

Annual Summer
FUNdraiser

(June 26 5:30pm-8:30pm)

Oklahoma
Conservation
Commission

Crossroads on the
roads, soil health
bus tour
(June 30-July 2, times
vary daily)

University of
lllinois Extension

Service
Neighborhood
Gardeners
(July 7, 9am-10am)

Sprout Nola

Volunteer for
Veggies
(Weekly Mon & Wed)

(June 24, 2pm-4pm) (June 26, 10am-2pm)

University of Ohio State
Arizona University
Cooperative Extension
Extension NACAA Annual

Fall & Winter Meeting and
Vegitable Professional

Gardnening Improvement
(June 27 3:30pm -4:30pm) Conference

(June 29-July 3)

Cultivate Kansas West Michigan
City Enviornmental
Action Council

Agriculture Coffee
Talk Enviornmental Book
Club

(July 3, 8:30am - 9:30am) (July 2, 6:30pm-7pm)

Black United Fund Allegheny County

of Texas Conservation
District
PVAMU 4-H Camp
(July 11,12pm-1:30pm) Soil pop-up
(July 12, 12pm-3pm)
Community
Alliance for Family
Farmers
Sustainable

Groundwater Panel-



https://visualstudies.missouri.edu/smart-moves-art-camp
https://ecotrust.org/event/rooted-resilience-land-legacy-and-climate-workshop/
https://extension.osu.edu/events/4-h-spark-expo
https://www.cultivatekc.org/events/mvp-workday-global-one-urban-farming/
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/events/volunteerhours617
https://www.buftx.org/events.html
https://ised.regfox.com/conference
https://pasa.tfaforms.net/1558
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grant-application-workshop-dirt-gravel-low-volume-roads-tickets-1302022156319?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.renewingthecountryside.org/renewing_the_countryside_annual_fundraiser
https://extension.arizona.edu/events/fall-winter-vegetable-gardening
https://extension.osu.edu/events/2025-nacaa-annual-meeting-and-professional-improvement-conference
https://conservation.ok.gov/events/crossroads-on-the-road-soil-health-bus-tour/
https://www.cultivatekc.org/events/agriculture-coffee-talk-3/
https://wmeac.org/event/environmental-book-club-2/2025-07-02/
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2025-07-07-neighborhood-gardeners
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2025-07-07-neighborhood-gardeners
https://www.buftx.org/events.html
https://www.accdpa.org/events/soil-lead-screening-pop-up-712
https://www.sproutnolafarm.org/events
https://caff.org/event/sustainable-groundwater-panel-center-for-land-based-learnings-speaker-series/

20-26

27-31

AUGUST

1-4

5-9

10-16

17-23

24-31

Ecotrust
Come Thru Market:
A market Centering

Black and
Indigenous Makers

(July 21, 3pm-7pm)

University of
Arizona
Cooperative
Extension
Smartscapes
(July 8 - Aug 7)

Virginia State
University SFOP
Controlled
Environmental Ag &
Precision Agriculture
Workshop and Tour.
(Aug 1, 8am-9am)

University of
Missouri

Fisher Delta REEC
Ag Research Expo
(Aug 6, all day)

Ecotrust
2nd Annual
Indigenous
Agroforestry
Network Gathering
(Aug 12-14)

Ecotrust

Come Thru Market:
A market Centering
Black and
Indigenous Makers
(August 18, 3pm-7pm)

Renewing the
Countryside

Interactive State
Fair Food & Farming

Center for land

Based Learning

Speaker Series
(July 16, 4:30pm-7:30pm)

Ohio State Cultivate Kansas
University City
Extension MVP Workday —
Ivanhoe Community
Ohio State Fair Garden

(July 23-July 31) (July 25, 9am-11am)

Widget Business Ohio State
Training Company University
Food Supply Chain: Extension

Value-Added North American
Production Manure Expo
(July 25) (July 30-31)

Memphis Dawah University of

Association Arizona
Cooperative
Free Whitehaven Extension
Health Fair In-person Food
(Aug 4) Protection

Certification Training
(Aug 4, 8:30am-5:30pm)

West Michigan
Enviornmental
Action Council
Enviornmental Book
Club
(Aug 6, 6:30pm-7pm)

Cultivate Kansas
City

Agriculture Coffee
Talk
(Aug 7, 8:30am - 9:30am)

Keep Growing Ohio State
Detroit University
Food Production + Extension
Value added Coffee and Grain
Products

Marketing with Dr.
Seungki lee
(Aug 15, 7:30am-8am)

(Aug 13th, 6pm-8pm)

University of University of

Arizona lllinois Extension
Cooperative
Extension IL-EATS Farmers
Virtual Food Network Meeting
Protection

Certification Training

(Aug 20, pm-7pm)
(Aug 18 & 20, 9am-11am)

Keep Growing
Detroit
Gathering of
Growers: Raspberry
Moon/ Msikomini

Widget Business
Training Company

Food Supply Chain:
Marketing



https://ecotrust.org/event/come-thru-market-a-market-centering-black-and-indigenous-farmers-and-makers-3-3-2/2025-07-21/
https://extension.osu.edu/events/ohio-state-fair-3
https://www.cultivatekc.org/events/mvp-workday-ivanhoe-community-garden-5/
https://extension.arizona.edu/events/smartscape-fall-2025
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1337425237946571&set=a.598040205218415
https://extension.osu.edu/events/north-american-manure-expo-0
https://www.ext.vsu.edu/events/2024/12/3-controlled-ag-hnz42
https://whitehavenkulliye.org/events/
https://extension.arizona.edu/events/person-food-protection-manager-certification-training-7
https://calendar.missouri.edu/event/fisher-delta-reec-ag-research-expo
https://wmeac.org/event/environmental-book-club-2/2025-08-06/
https://www.cultivatekc.org/events/agriculture-coffee-talk-4/
https://ecotrust.org/event/2nd-annual-indigenous-agroforestry-network-gathering/
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/events/valueadd813
https://extension.osu.edu/events/coffee-and-grain-marketing-dr-seungki-lee-1
https://ecotrust.org/event/come-thru-market-a-market-centering-black-and-indigenous-farmers-and-makers-3-3-2/2025-08-18/
https://extension.arizona.edu/events/virtual-food-protection-manager-certification-training-1
https://extension.arizona.edu/events/virtual-food-protection-manager-certification-training-1
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2025-08-20-il-eats-farmer-network-august-meeting
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2025-08-20-il-eats-farmer-network-august-meeting
https://www.renewingthecountryside.org/mn_state_fair
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/events/gathering827
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1337425237946571&set=a.598040205218415

Exhibit Giizis
(Aug 21 -Sept 1) (Aug 27th 6pm-8pm)

Cooperator Calendars

University of University of
Farm School . y . -y
Ecotrust Arizona Illinois
NYC . .
Extension Extension

Keep Growing
Detroit

Networking Exchange: Mariquita

Success Stories from the Field Seciotuals

Flynne Olivarez of Mariquita Medicinals in ‘»‘ Medicinal herbs

Port!and, Oregon, joined us at our last V Cut flowers

networking exchange to share her successes,
challenges, and cultivating practices in this 2o o
changing urban ag landscape.

. . Mariquita medicinals is a small scale herb and
We are grateful for this energy as we continue flower farm and apothecary, tending to las plantitas

to support our farmers and community and focusing on community wellness, caring for the

prOfeSSionaIS th roughout this work. land and the interconnectedness of all things.

Urban Insights

Virtual Training in Agriculture Advocacy - Pasa Sustainable Agriculture

Pasa Sustainable Agriculture, our Philly cooperator, has put together an extensive resource site
with fact sheets, reports, webinars, and trainings. Dive into this recorded webinar about how to
get more involved with advocacy in your area.

Best Practices for the Sustainable Urban Farm - SARE

Download this SARE guide to urban farming best practices that highlights a wide variety of
subjects from land access to pest management. This guide also provides a look ahead to the
future of urban ag and resources to utilize to help your operation.

Farm Bill 101 — Farm Aid |


https://www.farmschoolnyc.org/calendar?view=calendar&month=05-2025
https://ecotrust.org/get-involved/events/
https://extension.arizona.edu/calendar
https://extension.illinois.edu/global/events
https://www.detroitagriculture.net/events
https://www.instagram.com/mariquitamedicinals/?hl=en
https://pasafarming.org/resources/virtual-training-in-agriculture-advocacy/
https://www.sare.org/resources/best-practices-for-the-sustainable-urban-farm/
https://www.farmaid.org/issues/farm-policy/farm-bill-101/

This article, created by Farm Aid, has broken down the priorities, common debates, and
bureaucratic history of the US Farm Bill. Learn more about the background and key programs.

Delphine Sellars was one of the amazing keynotes at this year's NUEL Southern & 1890s
Regional Conference. Highlighting her journey to creating Urban Community AgroNomics
(UCAN) in the heart of Durham, North Carolina. See video below on their journey.

RATE FARM

Relevant Links

Secretary Rollins Announces New State Directors for the Farm Service Agency and Rural
Development | Home U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins today announced the latest
slate of presidential appointments for key Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Rural Development
(RD) State Director roles.

USDA Cancels Biden Era Climate Slush Fund, Reprioritizes Existing Funding to Farmers |
Home- The Partnership for Climate-Smart Commodities has been dissolved and renamed
Advancing Market for Producers. This name change comes with some different parameters.
Read the Secretary's official address HERE

Secretary Rollins Announces Farmers First: Small Family Farms Policy Agenda | Home
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins today released the first set of policy proposals
under her newly launched Make Agriculture Great Again Initiative.

USDA to Issue $1.3 Billion to Specialty Crop Producers Through Second Marketing
Assistance Program Payment | Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins today announced a
second round of payments coming this week for specialty crop producers through the Marketing
Assistance for Specialty Crops (MASC) program.

Stay Informed

Sign up at the bottom of the Keep in contact with your
USDA Office of Urban Stay up to date on current local Urban Agriculture
Agriculture and Innovative FSA news and programs Service Center, FSA office
Production page for updates and NCRS office

Local service
OUAIP Homepage FSA News Center Locator

College of
x|,y Agriculture



https://sites.google.com/ncsu.edu/nuelsoreg25/home
http://ucan.today
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/05/02/secretary-rollins-announces-new-state-directors-farm-service-agency-and-rural-development
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/04/14/usda-cancels-biden-era-climate-slush-fund-reprioritizes-existing-funding-farmers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/directives/sm-1078-001?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/05/19/secretary-rollins-announces-farmers-first-small-family-farms-policy-agenda
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/04/29/usda-issue-13-billion-specialty-crop-producers-through-second-marketing-assistance-program-payment
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/agricultural-education-and-outreach/urban-agriculture-and-innovative-production
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
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The NUag Grant was made possible by a grant from USDA Farm Service Agency: FSA23CPT0012863 & FSA23CPT0013042

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and
employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual

orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law

Virginia State University College of Agriculture | One Hayden Drive Box 9081 | Virginia State
University, VA 23806 US
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