NVag lmpact Snapshot
Financial Support

&) /nitiative g

G (X
RlCULT°

& Resource Allocation

and is based on interviews conducted at the NUag Conference, held
August 4-6, 2024, in Detroit. Drawing from multiple participant

Overall, 48 interviews were conducted across various participant

groups. This particular snapshot amplifies perspectives on financial
support and resource allocation, focusing on relevance, response, and
results.

Relevance

Financial barriers remain a major obstacle for small-scale farmers. Securing funding is essential for
equipment, seeds, and infrastructure. Financial support is mentioned 11 times by the participants, while
resource allocation appears 79 times, highlighting their importance. Agencies like USDA-FSA and NRCS
have helped address funding gaps. Local cooperators also advocate for better distribution of resources.
One participant shared, “When small community organizations gain funding, it’s distributed in ways that lift
entire communities.” Such support is vital for making farming viable and sustainable for urban growers and
their surrounding communities.

Response

To address financial challenges, organizations like the FSA have
supported farmers with funding to restore land and implement
sustainable practices. In the Twin Cities, FSA partnerships enabled
local farmers to pursue eco-friendly agriculture. The EPA has also
provided micro-grants to improve environmental conditions in farming
areas. Local cooperators, such as the New AG Initiative and the Black
United Fund, help direct financial resources to underserved farmers.
These efforts aim to correct past underinvestment, making farming
more accessible and sustainable, and helping ensure long-term success
for small-scale and urban farmers.

The results of these financial interventions are clear. In Washington, D.C., grant allocations to local farmers
have increased, strengthening urban agriculture. One farmer shared, “Federal support is enabling farmers
to build infrastructure, purchase equipment, and scale their operations. What we are seeing now is a real
chance for long-term sustainability.” This shift in resource allocation is helping farmers secure the tools
they need to succeed and face the growing challenges of modern agriculture.
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This impact snapshot is part of the National Urban Agriculture initiative

interviews, we have crafted thematic snapshots to highlight key insights.



