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NUag News

BI t The NUag team is back with our Winter newsletter! Get
as the most updated information about our project as we
work with producers, cooperators, and the USDA to
advance urban agriculture.

Winter Edition

Mini Grant Updates:
Success Stories from Cooperators

Mini-Grant Recipients 2024-2025

At Virginia Tech's Center for Food Systems and
Community Transformation, the “Advancing
Urban Agriculture and Sustainable Food

Systems in Virginia” project announced the

VIRGINIA TECH following initiatives as the 2024-2025 mini-grant

recipients. The goal of mini grant funding is to
build the capacity of existing urban agriculture
work in Virginia.

Read More
Here

2024 Microgrant Awardees

At Ecotrust, the Resilient Food Futures
Microgrants are an offering of the larger Resilient
Food Futures project. Their work spans across
the Portland Metro Region and Oregon to
strengthen the long-term viability, resilience, and
leadership of underserved producers. These



https://foodsystems.centers.vt.edu/projects11/UrbanAgVirginia/Minigrants.html
https://youtu.be/-Pu8EsYkdI4
https://youtu.be/Bw0Py0Q6vZg?si=tGR_CoLpWnumw1XH
https://caff.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/24502_01-CAFF-RoadMap-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.farmschoolnyc.org/listeningprojectreport
https://cafs.vermontlaw.edu/wp-content/uploads/urban-agriculture-and-innovative-production-guide-to-local-policy-2025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcfGdT75fP0
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=6204707c-54a0-4295-b08c-d9fdffd74ead

microgrants are intended to increase the

E C O t I‘ u S t capacity of urban farmers and other producers

for growing food, medicines, fibers, or
commodities or for expanding their growing
operations and to increase their capacity.

Read More
Here

2025 Farmer Innovation Program
Micro-Grant Beneficiaries

Farm to Table New Mexico's Farmer Innovation

Fa r m Program (NMFIP) announced 13 projects in nine
counties throughout New Mexico that will receive
toTa b I e funds in the 2025 grant cycle of the Urban
Agriculture Initiative’s Micro-Grants. These
grants have been awarded to urban farmers,
ranchers, and food enterprises across
New Mexico in support of projects which

increase or improve healthy food access in urban
and tribal communities and small towns.

Read More
Here

California’s Farmers Receive Funds
from First Statewide Urban Agriculture

Program
.@ c A F F on National Agriculture Day, Community Alliance
:" with Family Farmers announced the awardees of
5.,?3","'!#3:1: :ﬁ'ﬁ:’:ﬁ: California’s first-ever urban agriculture program

housed at the California Department of Food &
Agriculture. The grants will support the growth
and sustainability of urban agriculture in cities
throughout California, investing in projects that
need financial support for implementation.

Read More
Here

Urban Ag Micro-grants Program - 2024



https://ecotrust.org/resilient-food-futures-microgrants/#container-page-nav
https://farmtotablenm.org/2025-micro-grant-recipients/
https://caff.org/cdfa-urban-agriculture-grant-program/

and 2025 in Review

. RENEWING THE COUNTRYSIDE At Renewing the Countryside, the organization
) URBHN HG has awarded mini grants recognizing,
supporting, and connecting existing urban
agriculture initiatives and networks to help build a
more robust Twin Cities food system where
urban farmers/gardeners can flourish and access
the resources needed to reach their goals.

Read More
Here

Cooperator Visit
Highlight:

Renewing the
Countryside

The National NUag team traveled to the Twin Cities in September to understand the
urban agriculture landscape in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota. Renewing the
Countryside and their awesome partners gave us a small tour to see the different types
of urban agriculture thriving in the area.

Urban Farm & Garden Alliance
Victoria Rondo Community Garden

Urban Farm & Garden Alliance
(UFGA) is a community organization
that manages several garden sites in
the Rondo and Frogtown
neighborhoods of St. Paul. UFGA
began in 2014 with a vision to cultivate
food, peace, justice, and unity. Victoria
Rondo Community Garden is centrally
located in the heart of the Old Historic
Rondo community and across from a
funeral home. The garden provides
space to mourn while honoring
community heroes such as Melvin
Giles who was an avid community
gardener, nurturer, and healer.

Read More

Here



https://www.renewingthecountryside.org/urbanag#Year1Review
https://urbanfarmandgardenalliance.org/

Frogtown Farm

Frogtown Farm was founded in 2013
as a community led initiative
stewarding 13 acres in the Frogtown
Neighborhood. The farm is now a
non-profit organization in partnership
with the city and several other
partners, and was created as a
greenspace, recreation area, and
demonstration farm. The NUag team
visited while Frogtown hosted a "Soll
Health and Water Management for
Healthy Plants" workshop. The team
got to experience an educational
workshop on soil assessments and
irrigation systems while touring the
farm space and learning about the
area.

Read More

Here

California Street Farm

California Street Farm was originally
founded in 2012 and is an urban farm
located in Northeast Minneapolis
producing fresh, local vegetables for
the neighborhood. Elyssa currently
farms California Street Farm and is
thrilled to create a space of belonging
and learning, while growing nutritious,
accessible food. Respecting the soil is
also important to the operation. They
follow organic growing practices while
all of the farming is done by hand to
support pollinators and minimize soil
disturbance avoiding chemical
pesticides or chemical fertilizers of
any kind. California Street Farm is a
for profit operation which runs a CSA,
market, farmstand, and hosts
community dinners and events.

Read More

Here
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FROGTOWN FARM

Twin Cities Urban Ag Resources



https://www.californiastreetfarm.com/#/
https://www.frogtownfarm.org

Website Updates: NUag Impact Snapshots

The NUag Project team is rolling out our version of impact statements based on
interviews conducted at the National Urban Agriculture Conference, held in Detroit August
4-6, 2024.

Our second snapshot amplifies perspectives on Financial Support & Resource Allocation,
focusing on relevance, response, and results.

Financial Support & Resource Allocation PDF

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in these videos are those of the speaker and do not necessarily
reflect the official policy or position of Virginia State University and the NUag project, its partners, or any federal
agency.

Relevant Reports



https://tcalt.wpcomstaging.com/resources-main/
https://tcalt.wpcomstaging.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/RamseyCountyReport_240627_wApp.pdf
https://issuu.com/foodandsocietyworkshop/docs/glossary_zine_print_smaller
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/media/-www-content-assets/documents/Minneapolis-Food-Vision.pdf
https://www.minneapolismn.gov/media/-www-content-assets/documents/Minneapolis-Food-Action-Plan.pdf
https://nuaginitiative.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/NUag-Impact-Snapshot-Financial-Support-Resource-Allocation.pdf

Challenges, Pathways,
and Equity for a
Resilient Landscape

Pathways, and Equity for a
Resilient Landscape

A roadmap to Inform and Expand Urban
Agriculture In California

This report by Community Alliance with
Family Farmers draws from the
perspectives of over 200 of California’s
urban growers, educators, and
community leaders. This
comprehensive roadmap sheds light on
the pressing and unique challenges
and opportunities facing urban farmers
and aims to guide policy decisions to
build capacity and bolster support for
urban agriculture across the state.

View the Report

Farm School NYC - Listening
Project Report:
Farm service Agency & Urban
Agriculture Report

This report summarizes the USDA FSA
national urban agriculture initiative
while giving thorough insight on how
the initiative is connecting with
community members in the New York
City area. This reports reviews project
background, stakeholders, challenges,
and informed FSA recommendations.

View the Report

FARM SERVIGE
AGENGY &
URBAN
AGRICULTURE

REPORT

FARMuye
SCHOOL

Urban Agriculture and
Innovative Production
A Guide to Local Policy

The Center for Agriculture and Food
Systems (CAFS) at Vermont Law and
Graduate School has released “Urban
Agriculture and Innovative Production:



https://caff.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/24502_01-CAFF-RoadMap-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.farmschoolnyc.org/listeningprojectreport

A Guide to Local Policy,” a new
resource to help city policymakers,
farmers, food producers, and
Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production ¥ community organizations, navigate the
b local policies that shape food
3 production in U.S. cities.

View the Report

Center for Agriculture
& Food Systems September 2025
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Urban Insights

Winterize your pollinator garden | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Delay Garden Cleanup to Benefit Overwintering Insects

Growing All Seasons: High Tunnels | Natural Resources Conservation Service

Build Tool-Free DIY Hoop House to Extend the Growing Season

Low Tunnels for Beginners | Extension | West Virginia University

Overwintering honeybees: a guide to the fundamentals - Honey Bee Suite

Ideal Produce Wash Station for Small-scale Farmers: The Importance,
Principles, Workflow Design, Water Quality, Washing, and Cooling Methods

Urban Tree Care Strategies | Arborist Now - Arborist Now

Food safety considerations for agriculture within urban spaces



https://cafs.vermontlaw.edu/wp-content/uploads/urban-agriculture-and-innovative-production-guide-to-local-policy-2025.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/story/2022-08/winterize-your-pollinator-garden
https://extension.psu.edu/delay-garden-cleanup-to-benefit-overwintering-insects
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/getting-assistance/other-topics/organic/nrcs-assistance-for-organic-farmers/growing-all-seasons-high-tunnels
https://squarefootgardening.org/2021/10/stretch-your-veggie-season-build-a-tool-free-diy-hoop-house/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19988811100&gclid=CjwKCAiAlfvIBhA6EiwAcErpybuOrQzikVa_N7t7rQlW6lyaSwEXQDKHzjinv3VMC0g7qQH3Z3J2DRoConMQAvD_BwE
https://extension.wvu.edu/lawn-gardening-pests/gardening/gardening-101/low-tunnels-for-beginners
https://www.honeybeesuite.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-overwintering-success/
https://extension.arizona.edu/sites/default/files/2024-08/az1848-2020.pdf
https://arboristnow.com/news/comprehensive-tree-care-strategies-for-urban-environments/
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/0aa558d4-57c7-498d-87f7-b9e37577882f/content/src/html/food-safety-considerations-for-agriculture-within-urban-spaces.html

Stay Informed

Sign up at the bottom of the Keep in contact with your
USDA Office of Urban Stay up to date on current local Urban Agriculture
Agriculture and Innovative FSA news and programs Service Center, FSA office
Production page for updates and NCRS office

Local service
OUAIP Homepage FSA News Center Locator
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The NUag Grant was made possible by a grant from USDA Farm Service Agency: FSA23CPT0012863 & FSA23CPT0013042

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local governments, and is an equal opportunity employer. For
the full non-discrimination statement, please visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility.

Disclaimer: Specifically, this publication includes references to programs, individuals, and non-discrimination statements that may
require revision or clarification due to changes in federal guidance, including the January 2025 directive titled “Ending Illegal

Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity.”
e No federal funds were used to support political activity, campaign-related content, or fundraising efforts.
e All scholarship and outreach programs mentioned are open to eligible participants as defined by applicable law and funding
source.
e Videos and images included are representative of specific events and do not imply exclusion or endorsement.

Non-discrimination language may reflect prior standards and should not be interpreted as current federal policy unless explicitly stated

Virginia State University College of Agriculture | One Hayden Drive Box 9081 | Virginia State
University, VA 23806 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice



https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/agricultural-education-and-outreach/urban-agriculture-and-innovative-production
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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